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PAST ON. 


My DEAR BRETHREN, | | 
TAVING more employment in my pro- 
feſſion than will admit of my attend- 


ing upon you ſo often as I wiſh, it is my en- 
, deavour, when I ſpeak to you from the 


pulpit, to give you as much truth as I une | 


can in a ſmall compaſs. 
It can be no offence to any of you to ſup- 
pole, that as members of a congregation in 


the Church of England, you may ſtand in 


need of ſome ſerious admonition, concerning 
the nature of your profeſſion. Too many 
there are, who follow the Church from 
cuſtom, without conſidering and applying 
perſonally to themſelves what the Religion of 
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„ ] | 
the Church teaches and requires. My bu- 


ſineſs, in what I here preſent to you, is to 


put you in mind of the ſenſe and ſpirit of 
your worſhip, and to prove that you can 


haye no juſt cauſe to depart from it. 


It gave me a ſincere pleaſure to find that 
I was heard with ſo much attention when I 


- ſpake to you upon this ſubject; and that you 
| wiſhed for an opportunity of reading and 


laying up in your minds what I then deli- 


vered. In conſequence of which, the follow- 


ing Diſcourſes are printed, and very affec· 
tionately recommended to your 8585 con- 


ſideration. 


That God Almighty may give you his 
Grace to apply them effectually; to your com- 
fort here, and your eternal happineſs here- 
after; is the hearty prayer of 


Your brother and ſervant, 


NE, For Chriſt's ſake, 


MEE ak : ES. 
1 W. JONES. 


Marr. XViii. 17. 


HE AR THE CHURCH. | 


Tust are two ſorts of Chriſtians, who 


do not hear the Church; and of theſe, 


one ſort is IN the Church. There are alſo 


two great errors, into Which Chriſtian people 
are betrayed; the firſt ſuppoſes, that the 
Church will fave men without godlineſs; the 


ſecond, : that godlineſs will ſave men without 


the Church, The firſt was the error of the 
Jews, and is now the error of too many, who 
call themſelves, Churchmen: : the other i is the 
error of thoſe that leave the Church to follow 


ſome private way of worſhip. Very plain 


rules may, be laid down, by which both theſe 


| parties may judge of themſelves, if they will 


but be honeſt and ſincere: and as the caſe of 


| the Churchman j 18 of nearer concern, I ſhall 


in. this diſcourſe addreſs PH to him in the 


firſt place. 
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His e 18 Henne hot. it will io him 
no good, unleſs he is wiſe enough to keep up 
to the deſign and ſpirit of it. All the living 
_ creatures, wich God-hath made, are endued 
with form and Jife, There is no life that we 
know of without form, And' the Church, 
which God hath made, is of a like conſti- 
tution. It hath its forms, its ſacraments, its 
ordinances; and with theſe, it has a life, ſenſe, 
and ſpirit of them; without which, the Church 
is nothing but a form; that is, a body with- 
out a foul. Every Chriſtian is taught, that 
with the fign, there is the thing fignified. 
The figh is a pledge for information and àſ- 
farance: the thing ſignified, is the inward 
and ſpiritual part: und neither of theſe can 
be, what God intended it ſhould be, without 
the other. With every doctrine of the 
Church, there is a moral, or practice, which 
ſhould attend it: and the latter ſhould always 
follow 3 according to that admonition, be ye 
doers of the word and not hearers only. But 
here the Churchman falls into 'a miſtake : if 
he complies with the form, he is too apt to 
think himſelf ſafe; and His miſtake is the 
ſarne as that of the Jew was formerly. If the 
Jew was creumeiſed on the eighth day, He 


ON” a was 


va 


Was called a ſon of Abraham; and ſuch he 


was; but not by the ſign without the ſenſe of 
it. For there was a circumciſion made with 
hands; and there was another circumeifion 
made without hands, which was inward upon 
the heart, by the power of God's Holy Spirit, 

_ diſpoſing and enabling a man to put away all 


carnal and unclean affections. This latter 


was the inward and ſpiritual grace, without 
which a perſon was uncircumciſed in heart. 
By the outward circumciſion, he became -a 


Jew; but unleſs the inward and ſpiritual were 
added, he was not a true JO: not an Ijr aelite | 


Indeed, © 
The caſe is the ſame, and the danger i ache 
ſame, at this time, with the Chriſtian, in re- 
gard to Baptiſm. The out ward fi gu is Water; 
and the promiſe of God to the office and au- 
thority of the Chriſtian Miniſtry makes that 
water effectual to the purpoſe intended. But 
what is the ſenſe of the ſign? What is. it that 
water doeth? It waſhes and cleanſes: and 
what that doeth to the outward man, the 
Spirit of God doeth to-the inward. But the 
effe@t may remain with us; or, it may be loft. 
Ne chat is waſhed may remain white and pure, 
as s the ſheep doth; or, he may return again to 
B 2 the 


LY 
the: mire, as the ſwine doth. From the hives 
of too many Chriſtians, it appears, that they 
have returned to the vileneſs of nature, and 
are now in the midſt of it, defiling them- 
ſelves with that ſinfulneſs, which it is the 
work of Baptiſm to waſh away. 

The true Churchman is therefore mindful 
of his Baptiſm; knowing that its real value 
is not in the waſhing with water, but in the 
new creature*, He therefore continues in 
newneſs of life; according to that petition 
of the office in his behalf, wherein the 
Church prays, that he may lead the reſt of his 
life according to that beginning; that he may be 
dead unto fin, and alive unto righteouſneſs. The 
end of Baptiſm is everlaſting life: for it makes 
us members of Chriſt, and conſequently heirs 
_ with Chriſt of his Father's kingdom; but all 
this muſt be through a preſent life of righte- 

ouſneſs. In this we have the true ſenſe of 
Baptiſm: it is not only a Birth but a life, never 
to be departed from. For Chriſt being dead 
unto ſin, dieth no more, but liveth for ever 
unto God: and the Chriſtian is to be con- 
formed to the ſame pattern; ſin ſhould no 
more Have dominion over him: then is Baptiſm 
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what it ſhould be, and what the Church 8 


tends, and prays for, from the beginning. 
The ſervice of the Church requires every 


perſon to repeat the Articles of the Apoſtles 


Creed: and ſo far we may be ſaid to ww2ne/s 
a good confeſſion. But does he that repeats the 
Creed endeavour to practiſe it? I ſay, prac- 
tiſe it: for the Chriſtian faith is. practiſed in 
the Chriſtian life: if not, it will be a witneſs 


againſt us; every word we repeat will con- 
demn us. A man may fay, he believes in God; 


but does he live as if he believed in him? 
Does he ſerve him, and ſhew the world that 


his faith is real by the life it produces? He 


believes that Jeſus Chriſt was conceived by 
the Holy Ghoſt, and born of the Virgin 
Mary: but, is he horn of God: and doth it 
appear to himſelf, or to any body elſe, that he 
is a ſpiritual man, begotten again by the 


Goſpel to newneſs of life? He believes that 


Jeſus Chriſt was crucified : but is he crucified ? 
Is the old man of fin, that was born in him, 
put to death ? Is he hated by bad people, for 
the good that 1s about him ? Does he, for the 
fake of Chriſt, ſuffer any thing with Chriſt : 
or 1s he conformed to the world, that he may 
ſuffer nothing? He believes in the Holy 


3 Ghoſt : 
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_ Ghoſt: does he alſo. believe, that the Holy 
Ghoſt now worketh in the Church for the re- 
miſſion of fin: that he is the Lord and giver 
of life; that there is no life to the ſoul of 

man without him; and that it is impoſſible to 
think a good thought, or do a good action, 
without the help of the good Spirit of God 
moving and aſſiſting us; and that the Spirit 

is therefore moſt eminently called the gift of 

Cod, without which all other gifts and en- 
dowments are vain? He en that the 
Church is holy: but has it made im holy; 
or, does he deſire that it ſhould ever make 

him holy? An unholy perſon may be in 
the Church; as he was at the feaſt, who 
was without a wedding garment; or, as the 
bad fiſhes were incloſed. in the ſame net with 
the good ones: but he cannot continue; for 
when God {hall come, to caſt out all things 
that offend, he will not abide that inquiſition, 

The Commandments may be conſidered in 
the ſame way. For the honour of God, and 
the benefit of thoſe who belong to the Church, 
they are commonly written about the Altar, 
and held up before our eyes. This is a very 
good cuſtom, and agrees well with our pro- 
feſſion ; ; but then, the Churchman is to re- 
| member, 
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Meter chat the Commandments which are 
written upon our walls, are to be 1 
upon our hearts: for this is the promiſe of 
God to the Gentiles, when they ſhquld > 
called into the Church of Chriſt: Lill put 
my law- in their inward part, and write it in 
their hearts *. and when this promiſe was ful- 
filled in the Gentiles, the Apoſtle boaſts of 
them to the Jews, for the work of the law 
ritten in their hearts; ſo written, that no 
man had now any occaſi ion to each another ; 2 
| becauſe the law tranſcribed into his own heart 
was thenceforward a ſource of teaching to 
Himzſelf; ſufficient for admonition or juſtifica- 
tion to the conſcience; or, as the Apoſtle 
words it, their thoughts accuſing or elſe excuſi 2g 
one another. So ſhould the law now be 
written in the hearts of us Gentile-Chriſtians, 
as a conſtant, and I may fay, a portable rule 
of our obedience. 

If the matter of the Commandments be 
well conſidered, particularly of the firſt and 
ſecond, the ſenſe extends much farther than 
we may ſuppoſe at firſt ſight. Fi or the heart 
of man, as well as his eyes, may haye its 
idols. We are to have none but the true 


Jer. xxxi. 33. Heb. viii. 10. 
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God i in our thoughts: and inſtead of placing 


5 idols before the imagination, we are to ſet the 


Lord always before vs; to be mindful, that he 
ſeesall our actions, and knows all our thoughts, | 
and that his eyes are in every Place: that he is 
the author of our happineſs; and, as ſuch, the 
ſupreme object of our love and affection. If 
we truſt to any thing for our happineſs more 
than to God, that object, whatever it may be; 

whether it be wealth, or pleaſure, or fame, 
takes the place of God; and we become, in 
ſenſe and effect, Idolaters. If we love the 
things of the world and truſt in them, the 
world is our God. When the Apoſtle ſays, 


whoſe God is their belly *, he means, that all 


are idolaters, arid the worſt of idolaters, even 
ſelfeworſbippers, who make the gratification of 
their appetites the object of their actions, in- 
ſtead of making the Commandments of God 
the rule of their obedience. They act as 
their luſts command ; not as God commands; 
and fo, their belly is their God. This may 
ſeem a coarſe expreſſion, but it is very true: 
the happineſs of ſuch a perſon being like that 
of a beaſt, which knows of nothing above this 
preſent life.” If the heart be ſet 1 upon diverſions, . 


F Phil, ili. 19. 


&. 1 |  ſpeRtacles, 


4 Y. 


| ſpectacles, appearance, AER or any 
| other thing which is merely of this world; 


it ſignifieth not what the object is, if it takes 


the affections away from God, to whom they 
are due; and in compariſon of whom, all 
things are to be given up, if he requires it; 
even father, mother, wife, children; yea, and 
life itſelf alſo. This is our Saviour's doctrine 
to his Diſciples: : God will have no com- 
petitor. | 

Let every Churchman then aſk himſelf, 
with this attention to the ſenſe of the Com- 


mandments, Do I ſhew that I have God 


for my God, by loving his worſhip? Do I fre- 
quent it when I abs: an opportunity ? Or, 


do I put it from me as a thing that is need- 


leſs, and prefer ſome other employment 2 
If that ſhould be the caſe, then you have 
ſome higher object of your affections; ſome 


other God, whom you ſecretly prefer to the 


true. Vou may ſay, this is rigid doctrine; 
but this is the doctrine to which you and I 
are bound, if we are Churchmen indeed, and 
not in name and appearance only; and 1 
ſhould deceive you if I were to preach any 
other. I cannot here go through the Com- 
mandments; but I give you a key, with the 
| help 
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| help of which you may go through chem for 


yourſelves. 
You are commanded farther to love your 


neighbour as yourſelf: by which it is meant, 


that you ſhould act toward him by the fame 
rule and meaſure as you would act toward 
yourſelf. He that means to hurt himfelf 1 is 


juſtly accounted a madman; for no man in 


his right ſenſes ever yet hated his 0W1 2 22 


therefore certainly vou are not to hurt your 


i neighbour by any injurious aft: no, nor by 


any injurious word. But now let every per- 
ſon aſk himſelf, © Did I never raiſe any evil 
report againſt a neighbour, whom I do nat 
like? Or, if I do not make eyil myſelf, do I 
never take a pleaſure in hearing it; and after- 
wards in reporting what I hear: ?” This ought 


not to be: what envy delights to publiſh, h 


charity ſhould delight to conceal; for by ſo 
doing our own faults will be covered ; of 
which we have much need. All the Com- 
mandments might be treated in this way : but 
inſtead of proceeding farther, let me obſerve 
to you again concerning them all, that it will 
ſignify little to you, how much the Church 
excels the Conventicle, in having the Com- 
mandments of God fairly written in letters 

| = 


E arty 
of gold, to remind people of their duty; un- 
lefs they are alſo written in the heart, and 
made a rule of action: or, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, in language taken from the original 
hiſtory of the Commandments, unleſs they 
are tranſcribed from the tables of ſtone to the 
| fleſhly tables of the heart “é. For the heart of 
man is by nature as hard as thoſe tables on 
which the Commandments were firſt en- 
graved: but God hath promiſed by the Pro- 
phet, to change that heart of ſtone into an 
heart of fleſh, a ſubſtance ſoft and yielding 


on which an impreſſion may be made: and 


when it is made, let us pray, and let us en- 
deavour, that it may never be effaced any 
more. . 
I would ck with you a little in the fame 
way about the other Sacrament of the Church, 
the Supper of the Lord. It is a bleſſed thing 
that the Church of England, after the exam- 
ple of the primitive times, offers it ſo fre- 
quently to the people: while perhaps among 
| ſome other claſſes of Chriſtians, the obſerva- 
tion of it is neglected for a year, or ſeveral 
years, together, You are therefore to thank 
God, chat you have ſuch frequent opportu- 


* 2 Cor. iii. * 1 
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nities of partaking of the Holy Communion; 
and you do well 1 In appearing there; but then 


you are ſeriouſly to aſk yourſelves, what 
brings you there? Is it cuſtom; or the ex- - 
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1 | ample of your neighbours; or the fear of 
+ | | being ſingular ? Or. 1s it, as 1t ought to be, 


Pe 
IJ 


a belief in Chriſt as the 4% of the world; and 
a defire to partake of that life? Do you go, 
as the Hebrews went, out in the wilderneſs 
to gather manna for their lie; knowing that 
your ſpiritual life cannot be ſupported in this 
wilderneſs without bread from heaven? Do 


, Fou go for the ſtrengthening and refreſhing - of 
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1 your fouls, as the Catechiſm properly expreſſes 
. it; that like labouring men you may be better 
1 enabled to work out your own ſalvation; and, 
Wh together with your ſpiritual ſtrength, receive 
1 a edge of a bleſſed reſurrection and a glori- 
6 ous immortality ? 


1 I have hitherto ſaid lng of the duty of 

| prayer. But here the Church moſt eminently 1 
leads the way, in appointing a form of morn- 

i ing and evening ſervice for every day of the 

=. year; and particular forms for every ſeaſon 
of the year. But does it give us only the 

# form ? Does it not alſo teach us-the ſenſe 

= and ſpirit of prayer; that prayer 1s an evidence 


419 
of the Chriſtian life, as breathing is the evi- 
dence of our natural life: that we are under 
dangers and neceſſities, out of which nothing 
but the right-hand of God, ſtretched out to 
thoſe that cry unto him, can poſſibly ſave and 
deliver us? It therefore ſuppoſes that Church- 
men pray every day twice a-day—as they 
certainly ought, either at the Church, or in 
their families, or both. What muſt (or 
rather what does) become of families who do 
not pray together? What muſt become of 
ſingle perſons who do not pray for themſelves 
by themſelves? By diſuſe they become more 
and more averſe to the duty, and farther from 
God in their lives and converſations; and he, 
of courſe, is farther from them. Such per- 
ſons therefore as do not accuſtom themſelves 
to pray; what are they: ? Are they true mem- 
bers of the Church of England? If they do 
not pray, they are not Chriſtians ; and cannot 
be ſaid to be members of any Church: they 
caſt themſelves out of all Churches. Their 
life is a paſſage through ſtorms and tempeſts 
over a dangerous ſea: what will become of 
them i in life? What will become of them in 
death ? What will become of them after 
death ? For the ſoul will continue in ſuch a 
| ſtate 


4 3 } | 
ſtate after death, as it lives and dies in. If 
it dies without prayer, it will continue with- 
out God. - The ſouls of the righteous are re- 
preſented to us in the Revelation as ſtill con- 
tinuing 1n prayer, and uttering to God what 
was the petition of their lives, how long, O 
Lord, holy and true*, &c. In this language 
do they cry unto God to fulfil that righteous 
judgment upon the world, which the Church 
of the living prayerh for; particularly in the 
Burial Service; where we call upon God to 
accompliſh the number f Þrs elect, we" to haſten 
his kingdom. 

Enough has been 'faid, I hope, to to-convince 
you, what is, in propriety of ſpeech, to hear 
the Church: that it is not to hear with your 
ears only, but to underſtand with your heart; 
to keep up to the ſenſe of her doctrines, and 
the life and ſpirit of her forms. When our 
bleſſed Saviour deſcribed in few words the 
character of Nathaniel, he faid, behold an 
Tſraehte mdeed: for all were not Iſrael in ſpirit, 
that were of Iſrael by their birth and educa- 
tion. So may we now fay of him, that keeps 
up to the lie, while he follows the forms of 
the Church; behold a C burchman maeed: : and 


* Rer. vi. 10. 
it 
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It 1s fevottly to be wiſhed, that the portrait 
I have drawn were more frequently verified. 
But as there were not many Nathaniels when 
Chriſt vilited the Church of Iſrael; fo it is to 
be feared, that of the Nathaniels of the 
preſent day there is no great number: and 
there will be fewer every day, if the deluſions 
and deceptions, with which mankind are fo 
eaſily drawn away, ſhould increaſe upon us 
as they have of late years. I have thewn 
you plainly how the character is to be at- 
tained: and inſtead of blaming me, as if 1 
had brought up a new doctrine to diſturb your 
conſciences, you are to examine yourſelves 
impartially by this plain rule of Hearing ibe 
Church. You may have perſuaded yourſelves, 
that if you believe the facts of Chriſtianity, 
you have the religion of the Church; and 
that nothing more is neceſſary. But the facts 
of the Chriſtian hiſtory are all without you: 
what is it that happens within you? Do you 
| believe the inward diſtempered Rate of your 
nature; and that the Goſpel is a remedy, ſent 
from Heaven to thoſe who are poor and blind, 
and naked*? To believe the Goſpel truly, is 
Tiot to believe that there is ſuch a thing as 


| '® Rev. ili. 17. | 
o the 


. 


r 7 K — 
. ES 2 SAS CA ONE 
CT oe ao A OS — > EE a 
= WC; 
f 40 A 


„ 


— 
—— — 
— — 


"nas 
* 3 
* 
mt ” 
11 b 
=. 

- wa 
5 3D 
| * I ; 

- # 
© 4 2 
* 
| 
3 
[| — 
31 
38 + 
TH. 
- "IE 
: 1 
* 
[i 'y 5 
1 
1 7 

vo, : 

. 1 
3 

1 

1 

78 ; 

7 

3 

3 
$ & 70 
* 
4 
% 
5 
1 
1 * 
* 
bh > C 
1 
* 


I pins Tun IE. 


6 
the Goſpel, (for the Devils know that ) but 
that it is the power of God for the ſalvation 


of man: that there is no life without the 


ſpirit of it; no teaching without the light of 
it: that the wiſdom of nature can never fhew 


5 us the will of God; and the works of nature 


never render us acceptable to Him: that if 
laws are written in the heart, they are God's 


laws, transferred to the heart, according to 


his promiſe, by the power of his Grace. If 


this be your religion, we may then truly ſay 


that you are a Churchman; and every good 
man will allow it. But if you take the out- 


fide of Chriſtianity, Chriſtianity will never 


be more than the outſide of you : your reli- 
gion will be a form, and you yourſelf will be 


a lifeleſs Chriſtian, On this ſubject, no rule 


is ſo worthy to be remembered, as that ſhort 


and plain rule of the Apoſtle: he is a Few, 


which 1s one inwardly*, For all the gifts of 


God's religion are inward : nothing but ſigns 


are ee . and if the Churchman i is an out- 

ward Chriſtian, he is nothing but the ſign of 

a Chriſtian; with no more true life in 1 

than the ſign of a man's head, Which is 

Painted on a board: and how ,dright and 
8 Rom. It. ks a 


: glaring 


ta 
| 2aring ſoever the colours _ be, it is but 2 
board at laſt. 

I do not ſay theſe things with defign to 

reflect upon any perſon 1 in par ticular : my de- 
| fipn is to ſtir up the minds of you all by way 
of remembrance, and prevent a fatal frourity a 
of which there is too much in all places. 
Many are prevailed upon to leave the Church, 
and frequent other aſſemblies, becauſe there 
is nothing but form amongſt us: and who- 

ever he may be, that contributes to the truth 
of the accuſation, he is a partaker in other 
men's ſins; he is anſwerable for the ill ule 
that is made of the fact, to intice people from 
the ſober and edifying worſhip of the Church, 
Be in earneſt then in your profeſſion : be ſin- 
cere, and alive, as you ought to be, and you 
will diſarm them: perhaps you may convert 
them from the error of their ways: but if not, 
you will ſecure yourſelf : the Church of God 
will be to you what he intended it ſhould be 
to all; and the promules made to it will be 
made to you. 

And now, my. Gina, having taken courage 

to ſpeak a little plain truth to Chriſtians of our 
own fort; reaſon and duty require, that I 
mould be as plain when I ſpeak of Chriſtians, 

1 1 „ 


Ts J 
who are of a different ſort, who think they 
are better than we are. The godlineſs which 
we want, they profeſs to have. They know 
that our ungodlineſs will not fave us in the 
Church, but they think that their own god- 
lineſs will ſave them out of it. How far that 
may be true or falſe, is a queſtion which de- 
ſerves great conſideration ; and I ſhall, for 
your ſecurity, anſwer it as far as J am able on 
a plain principle, the application of which will 
require but few words, I conclude at preſent 
with a prayer for both parties: not that you, 
or I, or they, may diſtinguiſh ourſelves; for 
which all mankind are ſo given to ſtrive; but 
that God in all things may be glorified through 
Jeſus Chriſt. | | DOD 
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e HEAR THE CHURCH. 


1 Reminded you, in a We pond that 
Chriſtians are betrayed into the two great 
errors, of living in the Church without godli- 
neſs; and of profeſſing godlineſs without 
living in the Church. In oppoſition to the 
former of theſe I ſhewed you, that true god- 
lineſs is the ſenſe and fpirit of all the forms 
and ſervices of the Church; and that forms 
and ſervices have no meaning, unleſs they are 
o underſtood and applied. Men may call 
themſelves Churchmen, while they are with- 
out the life of the Church: but they are not 
Churchmen indeed, and will certainly fall 
ſhort of the benefits of their profeſſion. This 
caſe, I think, was made ſo plain, that no rea- 
ſonable perſon could miſunderſtand it. 
That you may not fall into the other error, 
of profeſſing godlineſs independent of the 
WF | % 2 - Church, 


| „ 
4 Church, Tam now to ſhew you what dangers 
$ there are on that ſide; and to do this effectu- 
; ally, I ſhall lay down a plain and eaſy doctrine, 
vo which none can deny, and which all may 
n | underſtand. When this is done, we ſhall be 
=_ upon firm ground; and may apply the doc- 
11 trine as we find occaſion. 
f | I fay then, that man conſiſts of a foul and 
Fl a body, which the Scripture diſtinguiſhes by 
15 | the inner and the outward man. I fay fare 
i ther, that this being the nature of man, his 
7 } ſoul cannot be taught but through the ſenſes 
= of the body; whence all the inſtitutions of 
bu God, who teaches after a perfect manner, 
ply Z will have ſomething outward to teach, when 
A there is ſomething inward to be underſtood : 
ly vr, in the plain words of our Catechiſm, that 
1 if there be any inward and ſpiritual grace, it 
4 will be attended with ſome outward and viſible 
th fen, for a pledge and aſſurance thereof. Hence 


it will follow, that if God has planted any 
| Church upon earth, that Church will be out- 
| et ward and viſible, as well as inward and ſpi- 


— 
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i ritual; and that we muſt be of the Church 

i _ outwardly, in Wor 'to be of the Church in · 
1 wardly. | OE. 
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Thus we ſhall find the matter to be upon 
examination. The Apoſtle teaches us, that 
' as the body is one, and hath many members —ſo 
alſo is Chriſt: for by one ſpirit we are all bap- 
tized into one body *, This body being called 
Chriſt, we cannot be members of Chriſt with- 
out being members of this body. So far as 
Baptiſm is an inviſible work of Grace, it makes 
us members of an inviſible ſociety: but Bap- 
tiſm being alſo a viſible thing, there muſt be 
a viſible body anſwering to it. From this 
ſimilitude of a body, the Apoſtle argues that 
as a body cannot be a body, unleſs it has 
members of different ſtations and uſes, ſa 


| God hath /r officers of different orders in the 


Church, who have all one common. life, and 
are under one common law of the Spirit; 
with their ſeveral uſes ſo diſtinguiſhed, that 
there need be no more diſorder or confuſion 
in the Church than in the body natural. 
It appears then, that although the Spirit 

of God be the life of this body ; yet muſt 
the body itſelf be an outward and viſible 
thing. It always hath been ſuch from the 
beginning ; when although it bad ſome gifts 


* x Cor. xii. 13. + Ibid, v. 28. 
| C 3 in 


Tk 


in it, which were proper to that time, yet 


had it others which were proper to this. For 


while it had miracles, prophecies, and diver- 
ſity of tongues, it had alſo teachers, govern- 


ments, and helps, which are as neceſſary now 


as they were then ; for without teaching, and 
governing, and helping when there is need, 
no ſociety ever did or-ever can ſubſiſt. Theſe 
therefore muſt remain with us to the end of 


the world. And the Apoſtle having declared, 


that they are. all /t in the Church by God 
himſelf ; it muſt follow that they are ſet nei- 
ther by the people, nor by themſelves ; but 
ſet by God in ſuch a way, that we may know 
the thing to be of his doing; and this we do 
know when we lee it to be done by thoſe 
whom he hath already appointed. All per- 


ſons of the miniſtry are ſet in the Church in 


an outward and viſible manner, by the laying 


on of hands; and have been ſo appointed 


from the time of Jeſus Chriſt to this day ; 


yea, from the time of Moſes, who was two 


thouſand years before. Gib Him a charge in their 


fight *, ſaid God to Moles, that all the people 


might be ſure he had the true commiſſion. 
The Scripture knows of no ch. thing 


* Numb. XXVII. 19. : 
| as 


1 
as a calling which is out of ſight: the in- 
ward calling is ever attended with the out- 
ward, that is, by ſome infallible ſign and teſ- 
timony which all men may ſee and underſtand. 
And now we are upon the ſubje& of Jewiſh 
Ordination, it is a matter worth your ob- 
ſerving, that leſs is ſaid about the governments 
of the Chriſtian Church in the New Teſta- 
ment than we might expect, becauſe they 
were copied from the Jewiſh. The Apoſtles 
were twelve in number, after the twelve Pa- 
triarchs who were heads of the tribes of 
Ifrael*: and the Diſciples were ſeventy, after 
the ſeventy Elders of Moſes. Hiſtory alſo 
does abundantly teſtify, that in Chriſtian - 
Churches, wherever they were planted, there 
was a Biſhop, and Priefts, and Deacons; 
anſwering to the High Prieſt, and Prieſts, 
and Levites of the Law. For the Chriſtian 


and Jewiſh Churches were not two, but a 


continuation of the one Church of God. 


Things were thus regularly ordained, becauſe 
it is of infinite conſequence to man, that he 


I am not ſure that a diviſion into tribes does not take 
place, in a myſtical ſenſe, in the Chriſtian Church. See 
and conſider Acts xxvi. 7. Jam. i. . e 
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thould always be able to know, by certain. 
outward marks and ſigns, where and with 


whom the gifts of God are to 8 
Where ſpiritual things are adminiſtered, there 


is ever ſomething open to the ſight of all, as 
a rule to direct, that we may never be left in 
uncertainty. | 

The fame rule will hold good, ir we apply 
it to the ſpirit and character of individual 
men. We are never to judge of a man from 
any thing which he thinks, or has thought, 


or which he now ſays and tells, of what paſſes 
in his own mind. That may be evidence to 
Him, but it is none to s; and is therefore 
never to be drawn, into a rule. 
be ſome out ward mark; therefore ſaith our 


There muſt 


Lord, 68 Let your light ſo ſhine before men, 


that they may fee your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in Heaven.” 


We may 
call ourſelves the Diſciples of Chriſt in heart 
and affection, and think ourſelves to be ſuch : 
but how are other men to know that we are 


truly ſo? Here again we have an outward 


ſign to direct us: By this ſhall all men 


now that ye are my Diſciples, if yehave love 
one to another *. 


The reaſon is good, and. 
John xiii, 35. 


the 
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the rule is general: we are to know men by 
their fruits, not by their thoughts; and to 
judge of them accordingly, not by what they 
ſay, but by what they do. 

After this, you will not wonder, that a 
contrary rule is followed by thoſe who have 
any intention to deceive. They lead you off 
in the firſt place from outward means and 
viſible evidences; that when you are unſettled 
in this reſpect, the way may be open, and 
you may be carried into farther deluſion. 
Having now laid my foundation, by ſhews- 
ing you the invariable rule of divine wiſdom, 
with the reaſons of it; this alone, if you bear 
it in mind, may be ſufficient to keep you in 
the right way, and preſerve you from going 
into the by- paths of religion. But as there 
are ſpecious objections, from which well - diſ- 
poſed minds may be in danger, I ſhall produce 
and anſwer ſome of the chief of them. 

I. It is made a grand objection againſt the 

Church, that the people who follow it are 
formal and lifeleſs in their profeſſion. Too 
many of them are ſo: we ſee and lament it: 
but how many ſoever they may be, this is no 
reaſon for leaving them far from it: for, 
hath it not * been thus? The Kingdom 
| af 


E 26 
Heaven is like a net caſt into the ſea, which 
gathered of every kind, both bad and ood *. II 
the Church, the righteous and the wicked are 
mixt together; and if this be a reaſon for 
leaving the Church, it always was a reaſon; 
the beſt people ſhould always have left it; and 
then, what would have become of it? Allowing 
ſuch perſons to be as good as they think them- 


ſelves, would it not be better that they ſhould 


ſtay, and try if they can amend, by their good 
advice and example, thoſe who are not ſo 
perfect as themſelves ? That would be a cha- 
ritable meaſure. Beſides, if the bad affright 
and drive them away from the Church, ought 
not the good to prevail with them to continue 
in it? Is it juſt to deſert the righteous for the _ 
fake of the wicked? Many devout godly peo- 


ple are to be found in the Church, more than 
are commonly obſerved. Much of the fear 


and love of God is with many Chriſtians, who 
make no great ſhew of themſelves, In the 
worſt of times, the Church has many who 


know God, and are known of him. Could 


any thing be more corrupt than the generality 


of the Jewiſh people were in the time of our 
bleſſed Saviour ? Yet you read of Anna the. 


* Matth. xili. 47. | 
| Propheteſs, 


3 


Propheteſs, who departed not from the Tem- 
ple, but ſerved God with faſtings and prayers 


night and day. Many bad opls frequented 


: the place, but that was no reaſon with her for 


leaving it; ſhe did not follow the people, ſhe 


Followed God; and there at the-latter end of 
her days ſhe found him : ſhe faw the bleſſed 
| Jeſus there; which would not have happened, 
if ſhe had objected to the bad members of the 
congregation, as not holy and good enough 


. for her to aſſemble with. And did not Chriſt 


himſelf frequent this ſame Temple afterwards, 


and teach in it afterwards, though there were 


many great and ſcandalous cake. which he 


endeavoured to reform; not by taking affront 


and leaving the congregation, but by ſtaying 


with thong, and bearing with their contra- 
diction and ill humours. 


But, as the heart of man, when judging of 


itſelf, is very deceitful, it may not be for 


realons of piety, as they believe and would 


have it ſuppoſed, when perſons forſake the 
congregation ; but for reaſons of a very dif- 


ferent kind; for pride for diſtinction; to 


ſhew the world how much wiſer they are: 
and if that ſhould be the caſe, will not the 
pride that ſeparates them from man ſeparate 

them 
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thank fon God at the fame time, and ſpoil 
all their religion, inſtead of bringing them 
| nearer to perfection? Chriſtians would not be 
O weak as they are in this reſpect, if they did 
but duly conſider, that true piety does not 
lead to will-worſhip, in which men conſult the 
pleaſing of their fancy; but in a conformity 
of the mind to the will and the ways of God, 
This is the ſevereſt trial of man, and few are 
able to endure it : nay, not one amongſt us, 
without the ſpecial grace of God, diſpoſing 
the heart to ſelf- abaſement, and poverty of 

it. LY 

4 is another danger which perſons may 
bring themſelves into, by boaſting of an higher 
degree of piety than that of the Church: for 
while they do themſelves no real good, they 
Wy may be doing much harm to ather Chriſtians. 
+4 The great godlineſs, on which they value 
Wl | themſelves, may prove at laſt to be falſe and 
3 eounterfeit; or it may appear weak and igno- 
14 rant; more zealous than wiſe; or it may be 
envious and quarrelſome: and thereby they 
4 will give perſons occaſion to ſay, that all pre- 
tenſion to ſuperior piety is a ſuſpicious thing, 
WT 4 generally taken up for ſome bad purpoſe. 
| Thus they bring univerſal reproach upon a 
reltgious 


[ ay ] 
_ religious character: it being concluded from 
their example, that honeſt and ſenſible people 
will be better thought of, if they purpoſely 
avoid all appearances of godlineſs, and diſcover 
as little of it as poſſible in their words and 
actions. This is a fearful concluſion, and 
haſtens many a dangerous downfall. I have 


heard, and many others muſt have heard, 


perſons talking and arguing after this faſhion, 
whom it is out of our power to convince; and 
perhaps it is convenient to themſelves that 
they never ſhould be convinced. It is one la- 
mentable conſequence of diviſion, that the 
mouths of ſuch vain talkers are opened. Per- 
ſons divided in their religious ſentiments 
watch one another with an evil eye; and in- 
ſtead of hiding one another's faults, are de- 
lighted with detections and aggravations. 
This is to the great diſadvantage of all piety: 
it is an evil we ſhould be ſtudious to avoid; 
and the proſpect of that havock which it 
makes amongſt us, ſhould be one great in- 
ducement towards a prudent and charitable 
union with our fellow Chriſtians. x 
It is faid farther, that there is better tracks 
ing out of the Church. But I do fincerely 
believe on the 9 hand, that bad as teach- 


ing | 
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ing of the Church may be, there is worſe 
teaching out of it than in it. This indeed we 

muſt confeſs, that fo far as the doctrine de- 


pends upon the miniſter, it is not always 
right: but we may ſay at the ſame time, that 
ſo far as the doctrine depends upon the 
Church, it is never wrong. The Church 
duly delivers the teaching of God in the 
Scriptures; and has an unexceptionable form 
of ſound Chriſtian teaching in her Homilies: 
I wiſh the people heard them more fre- 
quently, and that the ſpirit of tlioſe Homilies 
was followed by all the: Teachers of the 
Church. 

But, does all 3 conſiſt in man 
preaching? Some argue as if they thought ſo. 
Hath not God preached to us all in his Goſ- 
pel; and doth he not ſay, My Houſe ſhall: 
he called the Houſe of Prayer?“ Did not the 
Apoſtles, though appointed to preach in all 
the world, go to pray in the Temple ? They. 
underſtood that Ged. had ordained them to 

preach, with deſign that they ſhould convert 
the world to the a of praying: and it, 
would have been ſtrange, if they had not ſet 
the example of it in their own perſons.— 
rack meant at firſt the publiſhing of the 
Goſpel; 
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| Goſpel; that the world might be brought 
over to it : when the world is converted, and 
the - Scriptures are received as the word of 
God, the duty then is to read, and to pray, 
and to act, as the Goſpel inſtructs; which 
Goſpel is now daily preaching to us all. The 
more hopeful employment of the miniftry 
not, aud of more extenſive benefit, is that 
of teaching the firſt elements of Chriſtianity 
in the Catechiſm. | Preaching will never 
teach theſe, if they have not been taught be- 
fore, No ſcience can be underſtood properly 
unleſs we begin with its elements. For this 
reaſon J have always been fo deſirous, that 
children ſhould be well inſtructed in their 
Catechiſm. I received the advice many 
years ago from a Biſhop of this Church, who 
was your Diocetan * : he faid, + Whatever 
you do be diligent in catechuings, it is of 
much more os than preaching.” So indeed 
it is: and there are thoſe who can witneſs 
that I have never been wanting in the prac- 
tice ; in which if any miniſter engages with 
ſincerity and affection, I can promiſe him, 
from my own experience, that the ſmiles of 
the little children of his pariſh will make 
* Bp. Hinchcliffe, | 


him 


L 32 J 
him amends for many of the frowns he may 
meet with in the world. | 
It is a farther temptation to __ to leave 
the Church, becauſe it has been ſuppoſed of 
late years, that ſomething better is now found 
out, which will anſwer the purpoſe without 


It—T mean a new birth. That there is a new 
birth in the Seripture, and that it is neceſſary 


to Salvation, no man can deny ; for, faith our 


Saviour, © except a man be born again of water 


and the ſpirit, he cannot enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven *. There iz then a new birth 


of the ſpirit 3 but as water is mentioned with 


it, it muſt mean the new birth in Chriſtian 

Baptiſm. There is alſo a Regeneration ſpoken 
of by St. Paul f: but as it is called the waſh+ 
ing of Regeneration, this alſo muſt refer to 
the water of Baptiſm. The Church of Eng- 
land follows this doctrine of the Scripture, 
and underſtands Regeneration as the gift of 
God in Baptiſm : for this is the language of 


the Church in the office: We yield Thee 


hearty thanks, moſt metciful Father, that it 
hath pleaſed Thee to regenerate this infant 
with thy Holy Spirit.” Regeneration there- 
fore is the work of the Holy Spirit in Baptiſm: 


* John iii. 5. "T Tit. Mi. 5. 4 
. | „ 
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and neither the Scripture nor the Church 
give us any encouragement to believe, that 
Chriſtians are ever baptized by the hearing 
of a Sermon. If it be ſaid, that the preſence 
of the Spirit of God cannot be without the 
effect of Regeneration; and that every perſon 
who has the Spirit of God, muſt be born of God; 
this is not accurate Divinity; even allowing 
them to have the Spirit as they ſay. For the 
gift of the Spirit may be one thing, and Re- 
generation may be another. When the Holy 
Ghoſt fell on them that heard the word, this 
was the effect of preaching : but the Apoſtle 
commanded thoſe very perſons to be baptiſed 
with water, although they had received the 
Holy Ghoſt x. Therefore the receiving of 
the Holy Ghoſt, ſo far as this is the effect of 
preaching, is different from what is done in 
Baptiſm, and is not what is meant by Rege- 
neration, or the New Birth. If it can be 
ſhewn, that the Goſpel any where promiſes a 
New Birth, independent of Baptiſm, we will 
believe it: but as the Church could never find 
it, we never ſhall; and they that teach it, 
and ſay there is experience for it, have 15 
warrant from the- Jeniptune. | 1 i ol 
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— Preacher; 6f lats_ tinies,; whe 
believed, and pleaded for, all the extraordi- 
nary ſymptoms of a New Birth, refers us for 
the reality of it to numbers of people who 
had experience of it. Aſk them,“ ſays he, 

A they will not deceive you.” But ſuppoſing 
they are deceived themſeves, they will in that 
caſe deceive us alſo; and it is no wonder if 
they thould; for moſt men are inclined to 
repeat a ſtory which magnifies themſelves: 
and their teachers are willing that they ſhould 
repeat it, for it magnifies them tou. Theſe 
facts, whether true or falſe, are attended with 

a miſtake. The converſion of the mind to | 
a ſober and godly life is here coufounded with 
a New Birth ; and the tendency of this is to 
depreciate the means of Grace: which en- 
thufiaſm never fails to do: but Converſion 
and eee are never = confoundedin the 
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FTbe like wonders were boaſted 4d of bythe Puritans of 
| the laſt oentury; whoſe miniſtry, as it is noted by Merick 
Caſaubon, produced in their followers * firſt deſperation, 
or ſomewhat very near io it; then an abſolute confidence 
grounded upon it. That this is the only way, is an in- 
vention of their own, which I think hath more of policy 
in it, in the firſt inventors and abettors, than of igno- 


rance. Caſaubon on Grail and Incredulity, p. 193. 
| Scripture : 


in which the perſon himſelf may be grofly 
miſtaken, The conſequences are very bad; 


HY. 


geripture: : they are different tage and che | 
one may be without the other. Infants are 


ſubjects of Regeneration in Baptiſm; but they 
are not capable of Converſion : nor do they 
want it, being already in that fimple unaſ- 


fuming ſtate of mind, to which grown per- 


ſons are to be converted, and become as little 


children *. Baptiſm is one of the neceſſary 
means of Grace: it is the gift of God: no 


man can make it, or ſubſtitute any thing ele _ 
in the place of it: but if he wiſhes to raiſe a 


party, and make a Church of his own, he 


will depreciate Baptiſm, and teach you how 
you may do without it, by finding a fort of 
converſion, which will anſwer the ſame end. 
He will lead you from outward means to 


inward teſtimonies: texts will be miſappliedz 
and the evidences of Chriſtianity will all be 


reduced to perſonal experience; of which ex- 
perience another perſon knows nothing, and 


for ſome think they have this experience, and 
proceed with confidence to farther errors: 


others wiſh for it in vain, and not being able 


to perceive it, fall into deſpair, and ſometimes - 


Matth. xviii. 3. | 
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into diſtraction; they are left without the 
witneſs which they are taught to expect, and 


therefore think they are loſt. But the witneſs 
which the Scripture teaches, is that of faith 


aud a good conſcience: faith is the witneſs to 
ourſelves ; and obedience, which is the fruit 
of it, is the witneſs to others. In this doc- 


trine there is no danger. 


Before I iis og let me forewarn you, 
that good people are in danger (perhaps in 


moſt danger) of being impoſed upon by 


ſtrange appearances ;_ ſuppoſing them to be 
new, When they are not. Above two hun- 


dred years ago, the party that began to trouble 


0 kingdom, and at length completed its 


uin, began with ſetting up the ſpirit, and 


| Facts the order _ authority both of 


Church and State. The people that troubled 
the Chriſtian Church, in its earlieſt days, were 


always of the ſame faſhion: they never failed 


to de/prfe government, and tau ght their follow- 
ers to do the ſame*. They boaſted of ſu - 


perior gifts in praying, preaching, and con- 


verting: but the Apoſtle ſettled that argu- 


ment for ever with the Church of Corinth. ; 


They were diſputing, and dividing themiclyes 


* 2 Pet. ii. Io. Jude 8. 


into 


(in? 
into parties, upon the reputation of their gifts: 
but he ſhewed them, that although it was a 


good thing to have good gifts, there was a 


more excellent way of ſalvation, the way of 
peace and charity; without which all their 
gifts, however great and wonderful in the 
ſight. of the people, would be of no value in 
the ſight of God. It ſignifies not (argues 
he) what I have and what I underſtand; if 
I have no charity I am nothing. How ex- 


tremely dangerous is it then, to break the 


order and peacc of the Church; even though 
it be done with a ſincere deſire to promote 
faith and piety ! for whatever good appear- 


ances may attend it for a time, they will not 
end well. If we do evil that good may come, 


we {ſhall find, ſooner or later, that the evil 


will remain and the good will be loſt: which 
might be confirmed by the recent example 


of a large body of people, who are now di- 
vided from us without being united among 


themſelves. Diviſion is not the way to 


unity : all experience teaches us, that it leads 
to more diviſion; and that there can in fact 
be no ſecurity, no pillar and ground for truth 
to reſt u pon, no ſtability, no certainty, but 


in that Church, with its doctrines, inſtitu- 


tions, 
4 
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4 and orders, which God hath appointed 
in the world. I therefore end as I began; 
 -Þ fay, Hear the Church. Let the Churchman 
_ underſtand, that he then only hears the 
Church as he ought, when the chriſtian 
forms lead him to the chriſtian life. And 
let others learn, that if they would have the 
chriſtian life, they muſt have the chriſtian 
forms. Theſe hath God joined together as 
foul and body. No man ever had, or ever 
will have, any authority to put them aſunder; 
and 1 have given you my reaſons why it can- 
not be attempted without danger to the 
chriſtian cauſe, and to the ſalvation of 
ehriſtian 1 | | 


